
What is your role in the LEO Nudge 
Intervention Study?
We helped identify eligible students who were not enrolled 
through our existing efforts.  After the interventions, we helped 
collect and verify data, including enrollment dates, so the effec-
tiveness of  the nudges could be evaluated.

What role do you think research plays in 
reducing poverty?
Research helps us better understand the contributing factors to 
poverty and the barriers people in poverty face.  It can help us 
identify effective ways to assist individuals to solve their problems, 
bridge the gaps, and overcome the barriers.  This enables better 
use of  limited resources.

Why do you think that the Scholarship Pro-
gram is important?
The program is more than just a scholarship. It affords students 
the financial assistance to pursue a college education.  More im-
portantly, students are guided during high school to better prepare 
for the demands of  higher education. 

Why do you think enrollment rates are low in 
St. Joseph County, Indiana?
Parent involvement plays a big role in the enrollment process.  
Often the connections between home and school are limited and 
communication is difficult.  Many of  the target families are more 
focused on meeting immediate needs and don’t fully understand 
the importance of  early planning.  Convenient online access can 
also be a barrier.

How do you anticipate that LEO’s research 
study will improve the Scholarship Program in 
St. Joseph County, Indiana?
Hopefully it will help identify more effective methods to en-
courage enrollment.  Targeted, individual contacts may be more 
successful than the previous efforts of  simply providing general 
information and enrollment opportunities.  This will lead to high-
er participation levels.

What do you see as being some of the great-
est challenges your students face in terms of 
pursuing higher education?
Many of  our students have weak academic foundations.  They 
lack a comprehensive support system.  They often have a narrow 
perspective due to limited experiences.  Their lack of  financial 
resources leads to a lack of  opportunities.
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